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Modern	Antiquity	
Emily	White	(Mentor:	Dr.	Robert	Wojtowicz)	
	
Having	a	rich	cultural	history	connected	to	the	ancient	Roman	Empire,	Merida,	Spain	
was	once	titled	Augusta	Emerita	and	that	history	is	apparent	in	local	architectural	ruins.	
Attracting	numerous	historians	and	archaeologists,	it	became	the	perfect	site	for	the	
National	Museum	of	Roman	Art.	The	task	of	marrying	ancient	Rome	and	modern	
Merida	went	to	Spanish	architect	Rafael	Moneo,	who	was	already	renowned	for	his	
designs.	His	final	product	was	a	grand	three-story	structure	with	a	lower	crypt	that	
incorporated	local	ruins.	By	drawing	on	the	Roman	road	and	amphitheater	nearby	as	
inspiration,	Moneo	forms	a	connection	between	Merida’s	past	and	present.	
	
Calatrava’s	Restoration	of	Hope	and	Pride	for	the	City	of	Milwaukee	
Joshua	Strasshofer	(Mentor:	Dr.	Robert	Wojtowicz)	
	
Santiago	Calatrava	is	an	architect	and	engineer	who	is	known	for	his	energetic	bridge	
designs	and	flowing	building	compositions	that	challenge	normal	architectural	practices.	
Tasked	with	an	extension	of	the	Milwaukee	Museum	of	Art,	Calatrava	designed	the	
Quadracci	Pavilion	as	a	new	identity	for	the	museum	and	an	extension	for	the	city	of	
Milwaukee.	The	client	wanted	“a	new	urban	landmark”	for	an	area	that	contains	fairly	
pre-modern	architecture.	Calatrava’s	extension	defied	“form	follows	function”	by	
complementing	Lake	Michigan	with	its	organic	forms	and	melding	with	the	existing	
additions	leaving	people	with	a	priceless	feeling	of	hope	for	their	city.	
	 	
